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Claims 

1. A method in a computer system of transferring 
data between a client application and a server application, 
the method comprising the steps of: / 

storing in a persistent registry a plurality of data 
formats that the server application supports; 

under control of the client a/pplication, 

retrieving and selecting a stored data format 
from the persistent registry; and 

sending a request to A:he server application to 
supply data in the selected data format; 

under control of the server application, 

receiving the request to supply data in the 
selected data format; and 

sending data in th/4 selected data format to the 
client application; and 

under control of the c/lient application, 

receiving the J data sent by the server 
application. i (K^ 

2. The method df claim 1 wherein the step of 
retrieving a stored data fdrmat retrieves a plurality of data 
formats and the step of selecting the data format includes: 

under control of/the client application, 

displaying // the plurality of retrieved data 

formats on a display device; and 

in response to user input, selecting a 

displayed data format, 

3 . The method of claim 2 wherein the steps of 
retrieving a plurality of stored data formats, displaying the 
retrieved formats, jr nii selecting a displayed format are 
performed without launching the server application. 
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4. The method of claim 1 wherein /the steps of 
retrieving and selecting a stored data formay are performed 
without launching the server application. / 

5- The method of claim 1 whe^fein the step of 
storing in a persistent registry a plurality of data formats 
is performed when the server application yis loaded onto the 
computer system. / 

6. The method of claim 1 vwherein the step of 
storing in a persistent registry a plurality of data formats 
is performed when the server application is launched, 

7. A method in a computer system of transferring 
data between a client application and a server application, 
the method comprising the steps of: / (h~^ 

storing in a persistent registry a plurality of data 
formats that the server application supports; 

under control of the clifent application, 

retrieving and selecting a stored data format 
from the persistent registry; ana 

sending data to /the server application in the 
selected data format; and / 

under control of the /server application, 

receiving the/ data sent by the client 
application. / 

8. The method /of claim 7 wherein the step of 
retrieving a stored data format retrieves a plurality of data 
formats and the step of selecting the data format includes: 

under control of the client application, 

displaying the plurality of retrieved data 
formats on a display device; and 

in response to user input, selecting a 
displayed data format./ 



38 



9. The method of claim 8 wherein the steps of 
retrieving a plurality of stored data formats, displaying the 
retrieved formats, and selecting a displayed format are 
performed without launching the server application. 

10. The method of claim 7 /wherein the steps of 
retrieving and selecting a stored data format are performed 
without launching the server application. 

11. The method of claim/? wherein the step of 
storing in a persistent registry a Plurality of data formats 
is performed when the server application is loaded onto the 
computer system. / 

12. The method of claim 7 wherein the step of 
storing in a persistent registrV a plurality of data formats 
is performed when the server application is launched. 

13. The method of claim 7 including the steps of: 
under control of the/ server application, 

processing the/ data received from the client 
application; and / 

sending the processed data back to the client 
application; and / 

under control of /the client application, 

receiving trie processed data[ sent by the server 
application. / 

14. A method/ in a computer system for a server 
application to communiaate to a client application the data 
formats it supports, the method comprising the steps of: 

storing in a/ persistent registry a data format that 
the server application supports for receiving data from the 
client application; / 

storing in /a persistent registry a data format that 
the server application supports for sending data to the client 
application; and / 
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under control of the client application, retrieving 
the data formats for receiving and sending date 
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15, A method in a computer systenl of transferring 
data between a client application and a server application, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

storing in a persistent registrW a data format that 
the server application supports for receiving data from the 
client application ; 

storing in a persistent registry a data format that 
the server application supports for sending data to the client 
application; 

when data is to be transferred from the client 
application to the server applicatior 

under control of the Client application, 

retrieving and selecting from the 
persistent registry a stored data/ format for receiving data 
from the client application; and / 

sending data /to the server application in 
the selected data format; and 

under control of £he server application, 

receiving ^he data sent by the client 

application; and 

when data is to bfe transferred from the server 
application to the client application, 

under control pf the client application, 

retrieving and selecting from the 
persistent registry a stored data format for sending data to 
the client application; anc 

sendind a request to the server 
application to supply data/ in the selected data format; 

under control of the server application, 

recei/ving the request to supply data in 
the retrieved format; an$ 

sendfing data in the retrieved format to 
the client application; / and 

under control of the client application, 



application. 



receiving the data sent / by the server 



16. The method of claim 15 wherein the step of 
retrieving a stored data format for recei/ving data from the 
client application retrieves a plurality /of data formats and 
the step of selecting the data format includes: 

under control of the client application, 

displaying the plurality of retrieved data 

formats for receiving data from the client application on a 

display device; and / 

in response to user input, selecting a 

displayed data format. / 

/ o-- 

17. The method of claim 16 wherein the step of 
retrieving a stored data format for sending data to the client 
application retrieves a plurality of data formats and the step 
of selecting the data format includes: 

under control of the client application, 

displaying the / plurality of retrieved data 

formats for sending data tar the client application on a 

display device; and / 

in response / to user input, selecting a 

displayed data format. / 

18. The method / of claim *15 wherein the step of 
retrieving a stored data flonnat for sending data to the client 
application retrieves a n/lurality of data formats and the step 
of selecting the data format includes: 

under control /of the client application, 

displaying the plurality of retrieved data 
formats for sending ydata to the client application on a 
display device; and / 

in response to user input, selecting a 
displayed data format. 



19- The method of claim 15 wherein the steps of 
retrieving and selecting a stored data format are performed 
without launching the server application. / 

20. The method of claim 15 wherein the steps of 
storing in a persistent registry a plurality of data formats 
for receiving data and storing in a persistent registry a 
plurality of data formats for sending dayca are performed when 
the server application is loaded onto th6 computer system. 

21. The method of claim 15 wherein the steps of 
storing in a persistent registry a plurality of data formats 
for receiving data and storing in /a persistent registry a 
plurality of data formats for sending data are performed when 
the server application is launched, / (j^^ 

22. The method of clainy 15 wherein when data is to 
be transferred from the client/ application to the server 
application, comprising the steps/ of: 

under control of the server application, 

processing the data received from the client 
application; and / 

sending the processed data back to the client 
application; and / 

under control of the client application, 

receiving the /processed data sent by the server 
application . / 

23 . A method in/ a computer system of improving the 
efficiency of communication between a client application and a 
server application, the / client application executing as a 
client process and haying an address space, the method 
comprising the steps of:/ 

storing in a persistent registry the location of an 
object handler for the server application; and 

under contro]] of the client application, 
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retrieving the location oy the object handler 
for the server application; 

linking the ob j ect handler into the address 
space of the client process; and 

invoking the object /handler to process a 

request . 



24. The method of claiinf 23 wherein the steps of 
retrieving the location of and invoking the object handler are 
performed without launching the server application. 



25. The method of cAaim 24 wherein the step of 
storing in a persistent registry the location of an object 
handler is performed when thja server application is loaded 
onto the computer system. 



26. The method eft claim 24 wherein the step of 
storing in a persistent registry the location of an object 
handler is performed when tme server application is launched. 
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